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Globally, space-derived products and services will combine assets and annual revenues in excess of 
USD 1 trillion by 2040. The year-on-year growth of the space economy is 9%, three times that of the 
global economy. The space industry, a sector that rose out of the ashes of the Second World War and 
on the back of a Cold War race to the Moon, has truly come into its own in the past few years. Today, 
space-derived technologies are essential to contemporary society: witness the explosion in the growth 
of mobile telephone and navigation services, direct television and internet broadcasting, and space 
technology spin-offs. With disruptive technology and novel business planning, start-ups such as Blue 
Origin and Space X have muscled in on the lucrative launch sector, agile companies such as Planet 
have swiftly taken a large share of the Earth observation business, and transportation systems and 
adventure tourism under the flags of Virgin Galactic, Space Adventures and Bigelow Aerospace are 
now in advance stages of development. 
 
This course discusses the international law regulating the use of, and activities in, outer space. It will 
examine issues such as State responsibility, liability for damage, jurisdiction, property rights, dispute 
settlement, and environmental protection. It will then debate the law relating to various space sectors 
such as telecommunications, navigation, Earth observation, military and dual use, resource 
management, and human spaceflight. It will examine the evolution of one of the most exciting and 
profitable industries today, and the interaction of that industry, its technologies, and its risks, with the 
framework of international law. 
 
At the end of the course, participants will  

1. be able to locate the study of the international law applicable to activities in outer space in the 
general framework of international law, as well as the general context of the space industry and 
space economy; 

2. understand the basic principles of international law applicable to activities in outer space; 
3. be able to apply those basic principles to space-based and space-derived sectors, such as 

telecommunications, direct broadcasting, military uses and global navigation services; 
4. understand the significance of the space-based economy to contemporary daily human activities, 

as well as to the development of international law; and 
5. be able to understand the cross-connections of international space law with other fields of public 

international law, as well as with international commercial law. 
 
The course consists of 9 seminars. Seminars 1-3 will provide an introduction to this field of the law, 
examining the sources of law, actors involved, and basic principles of international space law. Seminars 
4-9 will do a deep-dive into the various sectors of space applications, discussing the international legal 
principles that regulate these sectors, and examining gaps and recent developments in the law.  
 
The following is a list of the topics that will be discussed. 
 

 Seminar 1: Introduction, Sources, and Actors 
 Seminar 2: Basic Principles: Non-Appropriation, Jurisdiction and Control, State Responsibility, 

Liability for Damage, and Dispute Settlement 
 Seminar 3: Basic Principles: Environmental Protection and Situational Awareness 
 Seminar 4: Military Uses of Outer Space: Weaponry, Use of Force, Law of Armed Conflict, 

and Technology Transfer  
 Seminar 5: Satellite Applications 1: Telecommunications and Direct Broadcasting 
 Seminar 6: Satellite Applications 2: Earth Observation, Global Navigation and Information 

Networks 
 Seminar 7: Investing in Space: Ventures, Resources, Assets and Knowledge Management 
 Seminar 8: Human Spaceflight: Astronauts, Spaceflight Participants and Space Tourists 
 Seminar 9: Space Transport, Spaceports, and Space Traffic Management 
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